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This show is for a cast of 3 actors and 2 actresses. 4 of them play married couples:

Tom & Sherry - He’s well-meaning but initially overwhelmed by the world of youth sports.
Sherry is even more skittish and has a hard time watching the humiliations on the field. They
have two kids, Evan (10) and Benjamin (16).

Rose & Max — She is a true sports momma, competitive as they come and a little over-the-top at
times. Max tries to be supportive, but he’s not altogether bought in and often has to hide his
disinterest. They have two boys, Roy (10) and Carter (6).

The 5th Player is our “swing” and he plays the following parts:

Josh — an overbearing Great Santini-like dad.

Rich Man — a walk-on caricature, part of a musical number.
Carter — Roy’s little brother.

Benjamin — Evan’s teenage brother.

Grandpa — Roy’s grandfather, jovial and scattered.

Ellie Jean’s Dad — Soft-spoken and fiercely proud.

Note: The actress playing Rose will also play Roy’s Grandma in one scene. This will require a
costume and wig change.

The stage should have a set of bleachers used for several scenes. The rest can be open space.

NOTE: This show can be played without an intermission. In that event, Rose’s last line in
“Screwed It Up” should read:

ROSE (patiently): This is how we end the song. You’ll play this until the
blackout.
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A soft spotlight hits Tom on a dark stage.
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The lights come on full, revealing ROSE standing near TOM on the
sidelines, MAX beside her. On the other side of Tom, pacing nervously, is
SHERRY.

ROSE: That’s YOUR ball, ROY! I know you WANT IT!
TOM: Defense, fellas!
SHERRY: (almost pleadingly): Evan, look up sweetie!
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SHERRY: Oh my god, Evan just fell down.
TOM: They all fall down. It’s no big deal.
SHERRY: He might think it’s a big deal.
TOM: Sweetie, he’s having fun.

SHERRY: How can you be sure?

TOM (momentarily stumped): It’s a fun game. They all have fun.
Sherry looks out at the field skeptically.
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SHERRY: I need to take a little walk.

As Sherry exits, Rose “crab-walks” sideways towards Tom, following the
action on the field.

ROSE: ROY! NOBODY TAKES THAT BALL! NOBODY! (fo Max) Tell him!
MAX: Nobody, Roy!

TOM: Roy’s doing great.

ROSE (proudly): He’s got field sense.

MAX: He knows where he is.

TOM (calling): Evan, look where you are!

ROSE: Yeah, that’s not going to help. (suddenly screaming) CENTER, ROY!
CENTER! CENTER! CENTER!!

TOM (helpfully): Center, Evan!
ROSE: Yeah, that’s not where he’s supposed to be. (to Max) Tell him.
MAX: Good stuff, kiddo!

Rose rolls her eyes, and moves back in the other direction. Max dutifully
follows. Sherry returns in a mild panic.

SHERRY:: Janet Arzo says Billy came out of the game because he thinks the
grapes made him sick.

TOM: Oh. Wow. (pause) What?
SHERRY: Did we have snack?

TOM: After snack.

SHERRY': Then who brought the grapes?
TOM: We brought the grapes.

SHERRY: You brought bad grapes?!
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TOM: How can grapes be bad? They go right to raisins, there’s no bad stage.
SHERRY: Did you wash them?

TOM: Yes. No. (beat) You always tell me I do it wrong, so I left them out for
you.

SHERRY: Does anyone know? That it’s us?
TOM: Snack Mom. Snack Mom knows.
SHERRY:: Are there any left?
Tom grabs the remaining grapes from the cooler and makes a move for...

SHERRY: Not the trash! (off his look) It means we know.

Panicked, he looks for another hiding place.
SHERRY: Tom!

He stuffs several in his mouth, and the rest in the pouch of his sweatshirt.
A WHISTLE blows.

SHERRY: Oh no, time out!
ROSE: Roy!! HYDRATE!!
She goes marching offstage.
SHERRY: Where’s Evan’s water?
TOM: I’ve got it.
Tom grabs the cooler and he and Sherry follow Rose. They all exit. Max

is left along onstage. He looks around, making sure no one can hear...
and then sings conspiratorially to the audience.
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and Sherry enter again. Rose and Sherry are
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SHERRY: I think we need to listen
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SHERRY: Oh. Did you play?

ROSE: Did I play!? (impassioned)

Db Eb7

Cr

Ab

Eb7

E7

B~

Fim/B

104

Pno.

95]
) & )| )
A | *
5
< | JL.
S Ii
2
m L)
~—
Z I
hlﬁji
1 o
\} .
™ ¥
i UL
e 930 D
X [ON | |&
S Vo St
T~ = unm_n.m-rwﬂ -hHﬂMﬂ
Wﬂ ||
< BLJAR
3
= L]
[
-
> . .
2 L] |
s Hﬁ
2 1 e
~—
g
1S
80
]
=
~—
>
3 L efefes Hei e
Q, N v F oo
7o) e
L =
<N .\ <N
aB ] 3
e N 3
N—N s —



16

Eb7

Gb Br7/F Eb7 A Eb Cmin7 F7 E~

Ab

108

I
|

1 Db
v

b4

Time can be so cru - el.

All those Sat ur days

Best in my highschool.

o o o & e

e

=

= T i TN
- ) & ) )] )
v 1y
1 X T
L =
ety oz b i
~ Ll 2 1 il
O 2 ik
N T Aln T TTeTTe
F LIEE.)
N ~ I"
L N
: 2
N
o . I
LIII‘V MW
Y =
ly 5 Il
]
_a ]

O M g l-an
~11 m 'Y
Mm . Hm o 9 |
= T 1] TNTTe

L
)& [) (L)
v o il e
L= ﬂ
a3 e b
~ 2
O ] il TN
< M < 7
. N . N
mhl o mhl
N— s —

Pno.

e < L
2
/_W\ ~t 17 I\
[ - L T -
o L
A~ 1
N H. O
€ T < N |
w [N =S »
L S TTen |
~—
Tl m§ T L
o
N~ -
R 1 =L ] e
G ﬁ _len
=
<SS - -
L = L1
~—
b
el HEN M?, TN
[oF
~ 1
T o |
= ke EL oTem e
o
e < I v
Jepe
\—W 1
A o o o ™
L = B e
R i ™
~—
-.Ir-v m m | I"
| | $— | || |l
v Q L)
1
~ | || R | || | |
il Y A L
Jen .\
D[D D[D o~
“den Tden N
N INE
N —N S —

Pno.



17

Dbmaj7 Cr

D7

Fm

Cr

%3%

Gm7(bs)

=C

and he

Now my boy 1is a threat

ball.

3—

left foot that mur-der'd the

]
H-

Pno.

1
Iy
5
Il £
o
~
a — -
o) . BEL)
N > | 1]
Ll ~ . g ~ Jhi
1] = 1]
2
- d -
praml m pram!
0
- - of oo
= ST o lel
o = 18
m .
ﬁ =
~ “~t
Qe S=
~ ﬁ w _
m' M &% o
I8 T [eees oL
6
o | S| NuuPs on |
4 m | ¢ -
. 2
& Unt Bl s L
| | B
=
H =
O
R = L N
(M) T < I8
2 ﬁri
—
v
T aw il B
20
E |8 B
LL (]
i len
re o
_t _K
HL.N N
e =N
N—N S —
g
&

1 Db

D’ 4
gl b [V

(N 2 D

s ¢

o o o o o ¢ o o

:

33—

>

gib,

)

—— 33—

>

ﬁib,

—~
v
~—

1 Db
Vv

b 4

—— 33—

Pno.



Pno.

Pno.

ROSE: If you don’t teach him to respect the game, he’s not going to respect his life.
SHERRY: How can you make that leap?
ROSE: How can you NOT? You think boys wake up one day and just figure out

how to live?

SHERRY: I think they can if they’re balanced and well-rounded.
ROSE: Roy plays the trumpet!

MAX: Sorry.

She turns and strides away. Max catches Sherry’s eye.

He follows after his wife. Sherry turns to Tom and sings.
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ROSE (suddenly shrieking): Go! GO!!

SHERRY: Oh no...
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TOM: Evan, PASS IT! SHERRY: He passed it!

ROSE: ROY! THERE’S THE LEFT FOOT, BABY!!
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Everyone—even Max--is jubilant, high-fiving one another.
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ROSE (to Sherry): Good things happen

when they practice—see?
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She pops it in her mouth. Sherry gives
Tom a little hug as everyone sings:
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2. Angel With an Attitude

Lights up on Rose on the sidelines. She starts telling at an unseen referee.
ROSE: Excuse me! Excuse me! He wasn’t tripping him. That was involuntary.
(beat) He has involuntary movements. They’re called growth spurts. It’s a
symptom, not a strategy—you can’t punish him for a symptom. What if he
had Tourette’s?
Max enters with a fistful of papers.

ROSE: Would you Red Flag him for Tourette’s? I could have your whistle for
that—the whole league would have your whistle.

MAX: I’d take it easy on the ref.
ROSE: He should take it easy on Roy.

MAX: Here’s the registration packet. Are you sure you want to do baseball AND
basketball? They have like a six week overlap.

ROSE: Roy can handle it.

MAX: It feels like a lot.

ROSE: It is a lot. That’s a feature, not a bug.
MAX: Uh-huh.

ROSE: Also: sign him up for trumpet lessons.
MAX: Why?

ROSE: Because I don’t like being a liar.
MAX (shrugs): I’ll make a couple calls.

He exits.
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2. Angel With an Attitude

ROSE: Foul! How was that even—
(She stops herself — after a moment, she begins to sing)
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3. First Practice

Tom has a bat and baseballs (made of foam rubber or light plastic whiffle
balls) at his feet. Josh enters.

JOSH: Hey. You Tom?

TOM: Yeah.

JOSH: I’m Josh Kurtie, your assistant coach.

TOM (shaking hands): Great. Hi. Who’s your kid?

JOSH: Corey. The big one, really burning the ball.

TOM: Cool.

JOSH: You coached before?

TOM: No. It was kind of an agreement. If I coached, Evan would play.

JOSH (nods): Can’t do it without daddy.

TOM: No. That’s not what I said.

JOSH: Kind of was. What you said.

TOM: How about you, you coached before?

JOSH: Oh sure. I was coach last year.

TOM: But not this year?

JOSH: Well, they asked me to take a little break.

TOM: Who? The league?

JOSH: Yeah, whatever.

TOM: Can I ask why?

JOSH: I don’t know. Some mom got all twisted about the batting order. And
there was another guy. I don’t even remember. (Pause) They told me this
year, just help. So here I am.

They shake hands again.



TOM: Great. Okay. Once the boys get their arms warm—
JOSH: HUDDLE UP!

TOM: Not yet.

JOSH: FREEZE! (pause) Ha! Corey! You moved! Take a lap!
TOM: No laps.

JOSH: He needs a lap. He’s a freaking couch potato.

TOM: Let’s—Iet’s just bring it in.

JOSH: HUDDLE UP!

Tom addresses the kids, as though they were standing right in front of
them.

TOM: Guys, I'm Coach Tom. This is Coach Josh. This season is gonna be about
two things. Improving your game--

JOSH: And beating every team at least once.
TOM: No.

JOSH: Mercy rule, whenever possible. You get them 11—zip, the ump calls it
after 4. They get an early shower, you guys get Tastee Freeze from yours
truly. Take that to the bank, gentlemen.

TOM (quietly): I'm the coach.

JOSH: LISTEN TO COACH! (beat) All yours, chief.

TOM: Look, if we win. That’s fine. It’s fun to win. But that’s not “the
mission.” Our mission is to Have Fun, and for each of you to be the best

player you can—

JOSH: ZIP IT, COREY! Or it’s an Alpo burrito for you, mister! (to Tom) All
yours.

TOM: 1. Iwas...

JOSH: Like Coach was saying. Most of you have no natural talent. Zippo.
Zippo instinct. And the only possible way you’re gonna look like ballplayers
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and not debate geek losers is to LISTEN TO COACH!
(He claps his hands like crazy, exhorting the audience to do the same)
All yours.
TOM: Actually, I was on the debate team.

JOSH: See? Coach was a debate geek! But he was a grinder, he fought his way
out. EVERYONE DO A LAP!

TOM: No laps.

JOSH: FREEZE! (pause) HA! Evan, do a LAP!
TOM: NO laps.

JOSH: Daddy says never mind. All better.

TOM: Okay, we’re gonna do an infield drill. Tyler, Smitty take third. Corey,
Jordan, over to shortstop.

JOSH: YOU HUSTLE OUT THERE, MISTER!

TOM: Evan, Andrew take second. You three trade off at first. Okay, play’s to
first, then bring it home.

Tom hits a ball into the audience. Improvise chatter as they both point in
the direction of first base.

JOSH: First base, first base, FIRST BASE, FIRST BASE. The base, the base, the
base that comes first. For crying out loud. WHAT WAS THAT SUPPOSED
TO BE?

TOM: Hey, that was a nice try.

JOSH: Okay, here’s a little drill I came up with, help you with your throws to first
base. Okay? What you’ve got to do, you gotta think: the first baseman is the
most heinous, evil person in the world. And they have done something that
you will never forgive, they killed your dog, they stole your X Box, and you
are going to burn the ball through their chest—and kill them with one throw.

TOM: You guys, just bring it home. Throw it to Coach Josh.

JOSH: Oh, so I’m the heinous one.

TOM: No. Just mixing it up. Okay, Jordan!
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Tom hits the ball. Josh immediately under hands him the next one before
he’s ready and it bounces off his shoulder. The two men Improvise as an
audience member throws the ball to Josh.

JOSH: Burn it, BURN IT, right here, buddy. (catches it) What’s with the noodle
arm?

Tom hits another. Josh under hands the next ball off his chest.

TOM (to audience member making throw): Okay, nice peg!

JOSH: Yeah, for tee-ball.

Tom hits another. Josh under hands a ball off his chest.

TOM: Will you cut it out?!

The throw comes in to Josh.
JOSH: That’s an out. If he starts running tomorrow.
Tom hits another.

JOSH: Corey, get the glove down. Get the glove down. You know why you
don’t get the glove down? You’re scared of the ball. You’re scared of the
dirt. You’re scared of your goddamn life!

TOM: Look, can I say something?

JOSH: HUDDLE UP!

TOM: No, just to you.

JOSH: GET BACK THERE!!

TOM: Um. You’re just coming on a little strong here.

JOSH: Hey, sure. Fine. If you want more of a touchy-huggy practice, maybe we
can knit a banner for the other team.

TOM: Just take it down a notch.
He hits another ball into the audience. Josh hums inanely to himself.

JOSH: Lolly, lolly, lolly... (mock impressed) Oooh, big boy throw.



TOM: Look, this isn’t going to work out.
JOSH: You firing me?

TOM: I’'m asking you to step down.
JOSH: Not gonna happen. You firing me?

TOM: Well, I don’t know. Let me call Greg tonight and talk to him, maybe some
of the parents.

JOSH: I need an answer right now. Cause I'm going to pull Corey and we’ll go to
the Padres or the Yankees and kick some ass.

TOM (getting ready to fungo a ball): I’'m not deciding right now.
JOSH: HUSTLE IN! We’re gonna take a vote.
Tense pause.
TOM: This is a bad idea.
JOSH: It’s called democracy.
TOM: It’s not supposed to be a democracy. That’s why there’s a coach.
JOSH: Let the boys vote.
TOM: Okay. All right. Boys, Coach Josh and me, we’re not getting along so

great. So we’re gonna have a quick vote to see which one stays. You can
have me, you can have Coach Josh. If you want me, raise your hand.

Pause.
JOSH: I’d like a recount.
TOM: It was unanimous. (to the team) Okay, everyone back to position!
JOSH: TAKE A LAP, COREY!
TOM: No. Corey. Take first base.
They stare at each other.

JOSH: You got something you need to say to me?



TOM: Not really.

JOSH: Cause you don’t tell it to Greg. Or the parents. You say it to me. I’'m
here right now.

TOM (sighs): You ride your son. You embarrass him in front of the other kids.
You obviously have control issues and anger issues and I’m not going to let
you ruin his time or my son’s time or anybody’s because you don’t know how
to get real help.

Josh takes a step closer. And another. He’s barely audible.

JOSH: Maybe you should be my coach.

TOM: We’re done. Okay?

JOSH (softer): Seriously. Would you be my coach?

TOM: I have no idea what you’re saying.

JOSH: That was really good. Please.

Pause.

TOM: I'm not a life coach.

JOSH: No. You’re better.

TOM: Josh. It’s not a great use of my time.

Josh just looks at him.

TOM: Fine. I want you to sit over there, watch practice, and only say nice things.
Josh hesitates.

TOM: Otherwise, beat it.
JOSH: Okay. I’'m on it.
TOM (calling): Play’s to me!
He hits the ball into the audience, and waits for the throw to come back.

JOSH (trying hard): Allll right. Way to take your time. Way to savor the play!



Tom hits another one, waits for the throw.
JOSH: Nice skipping. Just like a rock. That was fun.

The lights fade.
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4. Flirtation
MAX: For School?
SHERRY: No, he’s a convicted felon.

Max laughs. Sherry turns to the audience.
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SHERRY: It doesn’t matter which kid, which day of the week, I’'m always%n

the sidelines.

MAX: If you’d rather by playing, I’ll talk to the coach. You would dominate this

bunch.

Sherry chuckles, as Max turns to the audience.
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SHERRY: I’'m just glad they’re using flags. I hate when
they crash into each other.

MAX: My mother is obsessed with concussions.
SHERRY: Really?

MAX: Concussions and cholesterol.

SHERRY: Is she working her way through the alphabet
MAX: Next is calories.

SHERRY: And carburetors?

MAX: And connections.

SHERRY: Right.

They hold eye contact for a moment too long.
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The music suddenly picks up, with a driving Latin beat.
They are acting out a sordid, passionate story.
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5. Screwed It Up!

Lights on Tom, addressing the team.

TOM: All right team. (pause — no one is listening) All right, TEAM!! (quietly)
Put the Magic cards down. So this is our first game, which is pretty—
Jefferson, what? (pause) Why do you have to leave early? (pause) That
sounds like a great video game. Don’t you think it will be more special if you
play the game AFTER this game? (pause) Jefferson, we’re having a game.
You don’t leave early. Well, you have to make choices. King of Wrath or
baseball. If you leave, we have to forfeit. Which means we lose the game
because of you. Not that you should feel guilty or anything. But choices
matter, Jefferson. Every day we make choices. We...JEFFERSON!!!

The kid has left. Tom turns to the audience.
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Tom steps back as Rose takes center stage.

ROSE: I am sick of you two fighting all the time. (pause)
What’s not fair? (pause) Well, if you can’t be fair sharing
the hamster, maybe...we should cut it in half.
(Pause — she stands there mighty pleased with herself —
then suddenly in horror)
PUT THE SCISSORS DOWN RIGHT NOW!!
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Max is center stage. CARTER, his youngest son, enters.

CARTER: Dad! I was racing with Roy and I tripped and he said he still won and
I lost, but I didn’t lose, I TRIPPED! I only tripped, I didn’t LOSE! Right,
dad?

Max looks like a deer caught in headlights.

MAX: Well, um, you did lose. But you tried your best. And when you try your
best... (no idea where he’s going) It’s not even losing. It’s like a secret tie.
And you can live with that, right? I mean, look at Daddy. I lost a bunch—a
whole bunch of times, but I got used to it, I got pretty happy with it. That’s
the key. You can get pretty happy with just about—

He breaks off, singing to the audience.
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SHERRY: Evan, I need you to come out of the covers.
(sing-songy) Evannnnn. (sharply) Evan. (pleading) Evan.

Out of the covers, honey. (pause) 1 know Jessica is home-
schooled, but that doesn’t mean her school is under the covers.
And Evan...I can’t home school. Momma needs her time.

(beat) You’ll get your time when you’re all grown up, right now
you have to share my time and [’'m not—

She breaks off, frustrated, and sings:
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Benjamin, Tom's teenage son, enters.

BENJAMIN: Hey dad?
TOM : Yeah ?

BENJAMIN : Will you tell Evan to stay out of my room?
I’m keeping a bunch of weed for my girlfriend because
her parents don’t’ know she smokes.

Benjamin exits. Tom stands there.
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The music abruptly stops. Everyone looks at the Pianist.
PIANIST: I don’t want to play this song any more.

ROSE (patiently): This is how we end Act One. You'll play
this until intermission.

PIANIST: Why?
All 4: BECAUSE WE SAID SO!
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6. Scorecard - Part 1

Sherry, with a baseball hat, comes forward. The song starts at an easy clip, but should build to a
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7. Family Tree

The Swing Actor is playing Roy’s Grandpa, and the actress playing Rose
has changed costumes and is now Roy’s Grandma. They sit on the
bleachers with their son, Max.
The sounds of baseball practice can be heard.
GRANDPA: We saw a good picture last night.
MAX: Oh yeah?
GRANDPA: What was the name of that picture from last night?
GRANDMA: Did I like it?
GRANDPA: We both liked it. It had that actor, the one who’s not Al Pacino.
MAX: Dad, that’s every other actor in the world.
GRANDPA: No, he was in that movie about the guy in the building.
MAX: Well, that narrows it down.
GRANDPA: It was terrific.
Beat.
GRANDMA: Roy looks very strong.

MAX (nods): He’s built like a brick you-know-what.

GRANDMA: T heard that if boys lift weights too young, all that muscle turns to
water.

MAX: Mom, I had no idea you found the internet.
GRANDPA: She loves her tablet.

GRANDMA: I love it.

GRANDPA: She can’t wiggle without it.

GRANDMA: I love how I can make everything large.



GRANDPA: Hours in the bathroom with that thing.

GRANDMA (privately): I’'m not as regular as I once was.

MAX: Mom!

GRANDMA: Well, it might be genetic. I thought you should know.
MAX: Okay, thanks for the heads-up.

GRANDMA: What’s Roy’s cholesterol?

MAX: Mom, he’s ten. Nobody cares.

GRANDMA: Well, what’s yours?

MAX: I’'m not telling.

GRANDPA: You know who had crazy cholesterol? Babe Ruth. Hot dogs and
home runs, hot dogs and home runs. When does the game start?

MAX: There’s no game, it’s a practice. Itold you it was a practice.
GRANDMA: I prefer a practice. No concussions.

MAX (to himself): Right on time.

GRANDMA: Some boys get concussions, and nobody knows and then they die at

40.
MAX: Well, there’s probably lots of reasons they die at 40.
GRANDMA: It’s the concussion. It weakens the whole system.
MAX: God knows what it does to cholesterol.
GRANDMA: I'll have to look that up.
MAX: Maybe don’t.

GRANDPA: Max, who was the third baseman on the Dodgers? Who always
cracked us up.

MAX: Ron Cey?

GRANDPA: No.
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MAX: Adrian Beltre?
GRANDPA: No.

MAX: Al Pacino?

GRANDPA: Don’t be a wiseguy.

GRANDMA: Some people die at 90 and then they realize at the autopsy they
lived their entire life with a concussion.

MAX: Then what was the problem?

GRANDMA: Why do you always think I have a problem?
MAX: That’s not what I was saying.

TOM (offstage): Great practice everybody!

MAX: Oh thank god.

TOM (offstage): We’ve got a game tomorrow, 10 am.
MAX: You guys want to take Roy out for a snack?
GRANDPA: Sure.

MAX: He’s obsessed with Big Macs.

GRANDMA: Absolutely not.

MAX: How about a smoothie?

GRANDMA: I don’t trust frozen fruit. Does he like olives?

MAX: There is not a child in the history of youth sports who wanted an olive after

practice.
GRANDPA: What about in Greece?
MAX: How about chicken strips?
GRANDMA: Do you and Rose ever give that boy fresh fruit?

MAX: All the time, ma.
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GRANDPA: Penis Cabell!

Pause. It takes a moment before Max knows what he’s talking about.
MAX: Dad. Enos Cabell.
GRANDPA: I know. They sound the same. That’s why he cracked us up.

GRANDMA: What about soda? The two greatest consumers of soda are children
and the mentally ill.

MAX: Why do you know that?!

GRANDPA: Hours in the bathroom.

GRANDMA: The perfect snack right now would be a baked yam.
MAX: How about sweet potato fries?

GRANDMA: Turkey jerky and string cheese.

MAX: Okay fine. You can hit Trader Joe’s on the way back to the house.
GRANDMA: We just want him to be healthy.

MAX: I know, mom.

GRANDMA: We want you to be healthy too.

MAX: I feel great.

GRANDMA: What’s your cholesterol?

MAX: Still not telling.

GRANDPA (standing, looking just offstage): Heya Royboy!
GRANDMA: Hi sweetie. You must be tired. Want to go get a snack?
ROY (offstage voice): Can we get a Big Mac?

GRANDMA: Absolutely.

The two grandparents exit as Max buries his face in his hands. Light
change as...
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8. Scorecard Part 2
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9. 0 for Fresno

Tom addresses the audience.

TOM: We weren’t exactly a wrecking crew, but we had a few good players. There was Hunter:
good pitcher, good hitter...and had sex on the brain more than any 10 year-old I had ever seen.
He would always murmur to his teammates about their mom’s bazooms, and he loved to say that
line from The Office, “That’s what she said!” And his teammates would laugh weakly in that
way that young men laugh when they don't really understand a dirty joke.

There was Zach, who was a quadruple threat. He could hit, he could run, he could field, and he
had major authority issues. His dad would always yell at him from the bleachers, telling him
what to do, and Zach would start seething and just decide to ignore anything any adult told him.

And there was Cedric, our shortstop. He would always find a way to get on base and then he
would steal 2nd and once he was on 2nd he would dance far off the base. clapping his hands and
going Hey-Hey-Hey, just trying to rattle the pitcher to get him to throw a wild pitch or maybe
freak out and balk Cedric over to 3. Baseball is a game of inches, and Cedric was trying to get
that tiny little advantage and the fact that we were losing 10 to 3 most of the time made it a little
futile and kind of insane...but he didn’t stop.

Well, we got to August and we were invited to a final tournament in Fresno. The moment Hunter
heard that, he got very excited and started telling his teammates “Hooters! We have to go to
Hooters! There’s a Hooters in Fresno, I went there with my mom. Hooters is awesome.” And
one by one, the boys were picking up the call like zombies: Hooters, we have to go to Hooters.
They didn't know why, but they sensed it was a rite of passage. I sidled up to Hunter's mom and
suggested this wasn't the most appropriate idea and maybe she could tell her son to ixnay on the
ootersHay, and she got very defensive and said: “they have amazing hot wings.”

Now the thing about the Fresno tournament is that the level of competition was more fierce than
usual. These were teams from Bakersfield and Taft and these kids were HUGE. I mean, these
were 10 year-olds that could buy beer for our 10 year-olds. And I have to do a quick sidebar and
just explain the Mercy Rule. Because a youth baseball game is 6 innings long, but if you're
losing by 11 runs in the 4th inning: Game Over. As a mercy to the parents, basically. If you're
losing by 8 runs in the 5th inning: Game Over. Now, in the Hollywood version of this
tournament, we would have a couple of plucky victories and find ourselves fighting for the
championship. But in real life, we were fighting to play a whole game. And it didn't look like it
was going to happen in Fresno.

The first game, we got knocked out in 4 innings. The second game, it was kind of close—we
had a shot. And then the other team loaded the bases, and the batter hit a lazy fly ball to left
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field. And our outfielder, Jefferson, he broke the wrong way and then realized his mistake and
came running forward and he dove and the ball missed his glove and ricocheted off his shoulder.
And one run scored. And the ball rolled to Zach, who had authority issues, and everybody was
yelling Home! Plays to Home! But some of them were adults, and Zach decided he would ignore
everybody and that the play was to 2nd base, and he threw a bullet...to no one. No one was at
that 2nd base. And another run scored. And our catcher, Greg, went running and got the ball and
heaved it to 3rd wildly. And another run scored. And now the play was blessedly over, and Roy
at 3" base retrieved the ball and lobbed it to the pitcher and it went over his head and rolled
between the 1st baseman and the 2nd baseman. And neither of them wanted to pick it up. And
that’s all I remember at that point.

We had an emergency meeting in the motel. Myself and a bunch of the parents, just shuffling the
batting order and looking at the pitching rotation. It was like going to a gunfight with a spoon,
and just trying to figure out how we could make the spoon a little more dangerous. And that's
when the phone rang, and it was the motel manager, and he was irate and threatening to kick us
all out. Iran up to the second floor, and Evan and Roy and the whole team had appropriated 2
luggage carts and were having makeshift bobsled races. And they were screaming and laughing
and having a wonderful time. And I had to smile. The whole season was up in smoke, but these
boys had found fun and camaraderie and a way to bounce back from these games a lot faster than
their parents.

Next day, last game: it's the fourth inning, we're losing by 11, but with two outs Cedric is on 2nd
base and he's dancing and clapping—Hey! Hey! Hey!—and the pitcher throws a wild pitch and
Cedric scoots over to 3™. And then Roy hits a lazy pop fly that just gets past the 2nd baseman
and Cedric comes home and we live to see the 5th inning. In the 5th inning, we're down by 10
runs but we load the bases and Evann is at the plate and he rips a shot down the right field
line...and we are all picturing a double that's going to bring home three runs and we're going to
see the 6th inning. And the 1% baseman leaps and catches the ball and steps on the bag: double
play. Game over. Season over. 0 for Fresno. But those boys walked off the field with their heads
high.

The next day we took the team to Hooters. A massive lapse in group parenting. Somewhere on

the web, there's a picture of my Evan posing beside a blonde bombshell waitress. But the hot
wings were excellent.

Lights Fade.



10. Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen

Lights up on the 3 men in the bleachers. Rose enters and takes a seat beside Max.

ROSE: What’d I miss?

MAX: First half is nearly over. We’re down by 20.

ROSE: TWENTY!?

MAX: Yeah, there’s kind of a situation...

ROSE: Oh my god. There’s a GIANT on the court.

ELLIE JEAN’S DAD: That’s my daughter, Ellie Jean.

ROSE: What did you FEED her?

ELLIE JEAN’S DAD: What does that mean?

ROSE: She looks like Rapunzel and the tower.

MAX: Rose, let it go.

ELLIE JEAN’S DAD: Girls mature faster than boys.

ROSE: I never liked coed sports. There should be a rule about hormones.

ELLIE JEAN’S DAD: I agree. No more moms with menopause in the bleachers.
Max snickers—and stops on a dime when Rose looks at him.

ROSE: That’s not what I meant.

Music begins to play.
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10. Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen

ROSE: I hate to say it, your daughter is probably peaking.
I hope you enjoy it.

ELLIE JEAN’S DAD: People like you sure help. (Sings)

126

Er———
e

E

{) \ ‘
&= X 2
e
ELLIE'S DAD: Well she's
p | ; . . .
O ? . . .
i@ 3' | | |
zﬁ | |
a— i ° 4 7 * - o
o - P = “ i‘t



Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 127
Cr Cr
| t .
o 7 e —— T
tow - er - ing a - bove ev-'ry kid in the sport, and__
: y, i i i
y 4% ]
o)’ i ‘
) D ] -\ i{) ‘}
. be o = . be o =
Cr Cr
"5 ‘

’{ ‘} L"" [ ] [
€ o o p= L e o b ®
none of them can stop her as she's rac-ing down the court. She's El-lie

7 y, i i — |
(e re—¢ v T —
%’ = i = b4 = i =t s )4 =t be —
‘;' Qi j & ‘
. I ] e I )] I :ht
. be 3 5 - i d e
F7 TOM & MAX: F7 ELLIE'SDAD" €7 TOM & MAX:
N r # — Jr— N |
SFEE s==e=
Jean. El-lie Jean. The re-bound queen. Re-boundjueen,
NJ r —  — h’ 1 [
& [ 7] ‘14 LV‘ [ [ &
—_— @ —
P be o L e b : e
pe L4 o ¢ be L4 be o @ o o



Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 128
Cr ALL 3 DADS: By Ab7
12
f) | ! ! \ ‘ : ‘
6 S
- The boys all look el - ev - en. But
12
y, i SRR — i
SE BRI I A i S A A
s 1 | l 'L"P—P—'—bi ) ® )
) - 1 pil j} lb ‘b ‘b ! ! F F s F
o pe e
LY Cr G7  ALL 3 DADS:
9 [ [ [ [ [ [
g i i i i—;f?% % g - be d‘
this girl's look-ing sev - en - feen—2 She's got a
5 ; — T
LR A P
=
| ~ |
I: [ + i [ [ [ [ [ []
o * o 54 ;:/_? r e o e e
Cr Cr | Cr
17
g | — |
(Lmv 1‘ ,M' ‘ @ “ @ —
dJ @ o & o o~
hook shot, jump shot, top of the key. And she'll break your heart when she
) i i i i i
%’ - i —3 & i o s - E’ : o o & s & i - s & i -
SESEeSs=sEEE S
¢ bd o ¢ be g . be s o




Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 129
f | |
p” A —
LR A C T . R
swish-es that three. She's El - lie Jean. El - lie Jean.
- ‘ h | L
s % = 8, . T 5, _
%ﬁ’ & ¢ o Ve Q@ g’
| |
7" o : be -|h" 1 be -
- - pe 'qo— L pe o o
F7 ELLIE'SDAD €7 TOM & MAX: C7  ALL3 DADS:
229/\ p— [ N F\
o) ya— ﬁjg v ¢ ya—
:)Vv * * < ’v
- The re-bound queen. Re-boundqueen. Her
22 r_
IQ% T | = = e S —
r\;j}mv /:b i = %/—: /bﬂ j ﬂ
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ |
P e+ o = — e e
¢ e o be o @ o o e ©® Lo [e
315 Ab7 . G Cr F
o —_— N
]D [ [ [ [ [ l -
TR s § e
game is on fi-re and she  brought the gas - o-gme.—}
s — i
7
=EICERENFFFAES
A B ——
==t oo —eeee
e d e deee




Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 130
N Cr ROSE: F7  ALL 3 DADS: F7 ROSE:
9 I h} h} | hk — —
r\;? - i = i’,)J ‘} ! v g g g g ]
‘ But it's not fair.  She says, "No  fair" It is-n't
) ;;@ P
q\\?ﬁi% — 'h? < ? < L?.] < i_.;
e i T e o o e o -
) | | }
) e e e e e e
o @ Ib‘ Iq’ “ “ o i’" o “ “ o Ib" o
ALL 3 DADS: e
. 7 #dim7 ROSE
) ) b{/\
® 5 8 8 $ ; 2 e
fair. She's say - in', "No fair." |
3]9 i i , — T A
i 7 — - T—% i
% :/% L g L g b‘%% 4
| |
e e
= . ST . L




Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 131
Bb7 Abv7 G7 F
33
h |
® - 2 : e o '
Py) : *__
did not bring my boy to de - ploy in this kind of war - fare.
33“ | | | | 1 l ! ! i \ \ \
| | | |
LEEEEE S A e =
W"?—P—P—P—h ® o o 4‘ 4‘ 4‘ 4‘ 4 J
P | | \b ‘b [ [ [ [ [ | | ! ! | | I q —
A k? F F F e e o e
Cr ALL 3 DADS: F7 G~ Cr G
35
"? [ 7] ] ] y 2 [ 7] i
(& i ' y e : P 1 [ S—- —
J o 7 o o
She means night - mare. She's a
35
h A A 1
A \ < R N i . \ y3 © }
@ } 1 ! | ! [ ‘f\\f } PN [ '4'
U = %
| | h 4 A ‘
‘ i d\ ! #J\J/—\ ! ! ! ! e — —
. . - R DR
Cr Bb7 Ab7 G7
37
o) \ ! ! \ | \

Viii o5 53 ¢ 3

slam-min' jam-min; am-a-zon de - vel - 0-ping much fast-er. These are




Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 132

B7 Ab7 G7

Aiiiiviii iiiii:

skin-ny spin-ny min -1 men en - count-er-ing dis - as - ter.

I I I 1 \ 1
[ [ [ [ N [

jrb?' ——

T

;
i

b
R s s i

G7 A7 G7 C7
41
9 | | \k\ } |
I (g e e = e ey ™ e - —- . ® —
'Y}

Is there an-y  doubt.this game will be a  rout? Don't look now but your

4]9 | | | | ﬁ | | | | k\ } |
| [ .
Jeoe e Tay P 2 e e Ty, ——
e e ——o oo b - . .
D~ G7
44
0
P’ Al - 5 - — g ‘}
oJ
boy has foul-ed out ROSE: ROY! NOOO! They can
“p — e o o 0 0 ° o
ﬂ\, Ibﬁ‘ 4‘ - - - [ — — —— L
o o* o % L |
|
). . - -




Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 133
Cr Cr
47
f)
& = = =
%)V L 4 ® L 4 L 4
bang on her shins, they can hang on her knees. They
47
o) : : :
Fe== : ==
o) | . | | |
4 — @ — 1) — -\ — — @ — — -\ =
A be o = * be o -
C- C ELLIE'S DAD:
49
. | b
J ¢ 4 o

fall - ing from the

trees. She's El - lie

490
' ' |
7 | | 54 z =
%’ o i o s o i - i s : o V“ €
‘ |
). | | - be—— e —
[ ] | |
. = + 5 - . i 1<
F- ALL 3 DADS;, ELLIE'S DAD: (¢, ALL3DADS:
519 N | q — — |
y 4% y (7] (7] y 2 (7]
6.t I EPT —  A
Jean. El-lie Jean. The re-bound queen. Re-bound queen.
510 hJ r — | — [ | ] [
¢ i i i
e e § . —
P oo s ) e B PR
be 4 o * be L4 be o & o o




Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 134
Fy7 Be7 Av7
54
0 ‘
A ¥ 5 | | | |
() P ~ s o o o
o) —
- She'san el - bow jab - bing loose ball grab - bing
549 | S ‘ T | | | i |
y 4% | y 2 (] | | ll) 0/1
GESS :3 2 ¥ P i oo 5
) ]I)t:hi %}\’ ® be @ e ] e
~ | . ble o i
.« o be e R R -
Dm7 G7 Cr
56
9 ‘
E— . e
e - & - =
bas-ket-ball muh muh ma-chine.___ muh-muh ma-chine___ The
9 | pppppep o
I{ } } } } [Y] } 1T T 1 |
O 3 %ﬁ"% E RRRp RN
o
| .
L DI < — R i
J ‘\ } | i o I I N | |
[ 4 e ‘Ti E & (4
By7 Ab7 D7 G7
59
) T i
O 55855t C s o o o oo
S——— L &
boys all look e - lev - en but this girl's look-ing se - ven - teen.
59
o) \ ! \ ‘ ‘

W

-

-

~e)

NN

NN
L 18




Ellie Jean the Rebound Queen 135
ROSE:
Cr Ab7 G7 ALL 3 DADS: Be7 Ab7
61
f) ‘ ‘
ﬁn—:} %OHJD?H $ .} b o o—bi—d—t‘ ‘ )
J &

_ Ab-so-lute-ly ob-scene.

You can grum-ble all you want but she

61
9 | } | } ﬁ I I N r in } } ‘ | [ 7] ‘
'\-/ | | —T b. o o
/" 4 b % B blo—| — 7 —
EE A s
Dm7/G G7 Cr F
64
g
@B—OH—O \'h : o @ @ =
oJ ” o
plays the game su-per clean. She's lean and mean!
) | epppppee
I{ } } } } [ 7] } [T 1 [ 1
? ] / P o o o o oo
O 2 H‘% e g
oy | 4
|
oy: ,
J [ e | i T T T 1
g 9 Hhe ;:/? r R 4 L4 ®

Elle, Elle, El - lie Jean!
679 i i - . l N/—\ Gz
| | be e be ™ 1
—o):—e o H i | -
_— . ’V‘b—ﬂﬁ' b‘/ =
=

Lights Fade



11. The Trophv Life

SHERRY: Look at what the parents all got you...

Tom opens a t-shirt. The front says O FOR FRESNO. The back says BUT
#1 COACH.

SHERRY: I’m so proud of you.
TOM: Why?

SHERRY: You didn’t even want to do it. And the guys had fun. You made it
fun. I was even able to watch a whole game.

TOM: Well, it helps when there’s no suspense.
Rose sidles up to Tom.

ROSE: So is Roy getting Most Valuable Player or Best Pitcher or both? I'm only
asking because I’m terrible with suspense.

TOM: He’s getting Best Cheer.
ROSE: Best what?

TOM: Best Cheer. He came up with “Step Right Up and Be the Man, Hit the Ball
as Far As You Can.”

ROSE: He gets a trophy for that?
TOM: Everyone gets a trophy.

ROSE: No no no. That has to stop. We need to go back to singling out actual
talent so the untalented know they have to practice much harder.

TOM: Everybody gets a trophy. My team, my awards.
Rose walks off exasperated.

SHERRY: You are so hot right now.
Max arrives, a folder under his arm.

ROSE: We need to sign Roy up for club ball. Right away. This level is like
kindergarten, he needs a challenge.
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MAX: Well, you’re right. But there’s been a little change.
ROSE: Did we miss the deadline?
MAX: No. Roy wants to go to band camp.
ROSE: And do WHAT?
MAX: Play the trumpet.
ROSE: He only does that to be well-rounded.
MAX: No. He really likes music.
ROSE: Oh my god. He wants to be in showbiz? How did we let his happen?
MAX: It happens.
ROSE: He’s going to starve to death. Max, just stop him.
MAX: Here.
He hands her a folder.

ROSE: Is this band camp? I don’t even want to look at it.

MAX: It’s your registration. Adult soccer league. Games start in three weeks.

Pause.
ROSE: You really get me.

As they hug, Tom addresses everyone onstage. The 3™ Actor joins,
another parent.
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11. The Trophy Life

TOM: Okay everybody, gather around. This was maybe not the easiest season, but
you kids and you parents made it a great one. And we’ve got some trophies Sherry
and I are going to hand out. (Beat) No one gets Best Bazooms, Hunter. But you get
Funniest Player. And Zack, you get Most Improved Temper. And let’s see what

else...

(Sings)
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